
“VICTORY, HOPE & AMBITION” 

A schools’ project to mark 275 years  

since the Battle of Prestonpans in 1745. 

This project has been designed to fit within a range of 
school subjects. Here are some examples of where this 
project may fit into areas of the Curriculum for 
Excellence: 

Literacy and English 
LIT 3-15a/LIT 4-15a; LIT 3-20a/LIT 4-20a; LIT 3-22a/LIT 

4-22a; LIT 4-23a; LIT 3-24a; LIT 4-24a; ENG 327a/ENG 4
-27a; ENG 3-31a; ENG 4-31a 

 

Literacy and Gàidhlig 
GAI 2-31a; GAI 3-31a; GAI 4-31a 

Gaelic (learners) 
LGL 3-13a; LGL 3-13b; LGL 4-13a; LGL 4-13b 

Expressive Arts 
EXA 4-05a; EXA 3-06a; EXA 4-06a 

Social Studies 
SOC 2-03a; SOC 3-02a; SOC 4-06a 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1745, a young prince returned from exile to 

claim the throne for his family, the Stuarts. Bonnie 

Prince Charlie raised an army of Jacobites and at 

Prestonpans they fought  and won their first battle. 

The Jacobites then tried to march on London, but 

were forced to retreat. They were eventually 

defeated by George II’s redcoats at Culloden. 

This story has fascinated, moved and inspired 

people all around the world for 275 years. The 

Jacobite victory at Prestonpans, perhaps because it 

was so unexpected,  triggered a rich and diverse 

cultural legacy which continues to this day. The 

battle is commemorated in songs, poems, novels, 

paintings and tapestries. 

The Battle of Prestonpans (1745) Heritage Trust is a 

charity which aims to keep this cultural legacy 

alive. We believe that the creation of new works is 

just as important as the presentation of the past.  

So to celebrate 275 years of creativity inspired by 

the battle, we are calling on young people from 

around Scotland to contribute to the telling of this 

amazing story. 

 

OUR INVITATION TO SCHOOLS 

We are inviting young people aged 10-17 years old 

to create new and imaginative written or artistic 

contributions to the cultural legacy of the Jacobite 

Rising of 1745 and the Battle of Prestonpans.  

This is a great chance for your pupils to show off 

their talents, whether they are most comfortable 

with the pen or the paint brush! 

We want as many young people as possible to get 

involved. It is free to take part, and you can submit 

any time between 16th April and 20th December 

2020. 

We plan to publish all entries on a new website at 

the end of the year.  

Then in early 2021 we will we hold a special event 

to celebrate the creativity of our young people, 

which we hope many of the entrants will be able to 

attend.  

The most imaginative, inspiring and creative 

entries to the project will be published in a special 

book marking the 275th anniversary of the battle. 

This is a great opportunity for your pupils to see 

their work in print!  

 

CURRICULUM LINKS 



THE BATTLE OF PRESTONPANS 

(1745) HERITAGE TRUST 

Scottish Charity 037447 & SC 302280 

WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR 

We are looking for entries in any of the following 

genres, which give your pupils plenty of scope for 

imagination and creativity:  

 

POETRY – any form of verse writing. 

PROSE – could be a short story, or perhaps a 

description of a person or place.  

Art and Design – perhaps a painting or a drawing, a 

short comic strip or even textile art (basically, 

anything that is 2D and creative!). 

 

Each piece should reflect one of these key themes: 

The Prince has Landed 

A Call to Arms 

On the March 

Battle 

Victory / Defeat 

Looking back 

 

Your pupils are free to explore these themes from 

any perspective, including those of both Jacobite 

and Hanoverian supporters. 

Written contributions should be no more than 500 

words. 

Entries are welcome in English, Scots or Gaelic. 

Gaelic language entries should be accompanied by 

English translations if possible, please. 

HOW TO TAKE PART 

STEP 1: REGISTER 

Email us to request an information pack, which will 

help give you a little more guidance and some 

sources of inspiration:   

ajohnston@battleofprestonpans1745.org 

 

STEP 2: CREATE 

Anyone aged between 10 and 17 can take part. 

Entries can be submitted through school or as an 

individual. 

Entrants can also work in groups – so if your pupils 

prefer to work in a pair or as a class, that’s ok too! 

We would love to hear how you are getting on, so 

please keep in touch. You can share your progress 

on social media using #prestonpans275, and tag us 

@Prestonpans1745.  

 

STEP 3: SUBMIT 

Email entries should be submitted to 

ajohnston@battleofprestonpans1745.org,     

marked ‘275 Schools Project’ in the subject field. 

Postal entries should be sent to: 

275 Schools Project,  
Battle of Prestonpans 1745 Heritage Trust 

227-229 High Street 
Prestonpans 
East Lothian 

EH32 9BE 

A creative project for young people, celebrating the cultural legacy of “The ‘45” in 2020. 
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